The Real Devil

Istenais velns

Satans, velns, launie gari, Lucifers, gréks,
launums. .. launums. Es domaju, ka vairums
cilvéku viena vai otra savas dzives posma
aizdomajas par $§1m lietam, nerodot
apmierinosas atbildes uz visiem Siem
jautajumiem. ST prezentacija aplikos tos no
Bibeles redzes viedokla — jo Bibele ir Dieva
vards un taja ir rodamas istenas atbildes uz
Siem jautajumiem, kurus mes sev apzinati vai
neapzinati uzdodam. Un es gribétu, lai jus
aprastu ar domu, ka Bibeles trakt&juma
“Satans” nozimé pretinieku un, ka kosmiskaja
telpa nav tadas biitnes ka Satans. Tiesi ta —
nekur kosmiskaja telpa nav tada burtiska
puka ar septinam galvam un desmit ragiem.
Viss launums, ar kuru mes sastopamies sava
dzive, ir Dieva pielauts, ir Vina zina. Un
greks — ja, gréks, misu lielaka probléma —
gréks dzimst miisu pasu sirdis, miisu pasu
domas. Faktiski, m&s pasi esam sev
pretinieki, Satani, un, ka mes it biezi médzam
teikt, m&s pasi esam sev vislielakie naidnieki
vai pretinieki. Cina ar gréku un launumu
norisinas tepat uz zemes, misu pasu sirdis un
pratos.

Satan, the devil, demons, Lucifer, sin, evil...
evil. I believe that most people think about
these things at some times in their lives, and
they don’t have very good answers to their
questions. This presentation is going to look
at a Biblical perspective- because I submit to
you that the Bible is God’s word, and holds
within its pages real answers to the questions
which, consciously or unconsciously, we’re
asking. What I want to suggest is that the
Bible teaches that the word “Satan” basically
means an adversary, and that in fact, Satan
doesn’t exist as a personal being out in the
cosmos. That’s right-there’s no dragon with
seven heads and ten horns literally out there in
the cosmos. All the evil in our lives is
permitted under God’s control. And sin-yes,
sin, our biggest problem- and sin comes
ultimately from within our own hearts, our
own thinking. We, actually, are our own
Satan, and as we all say so often, we are our
own biggest enemy or adversary. The struggle
with sin and evil is right down here on earth,
right within human hearts and minds.

Bet apkartgjiem cilvékiem uz ielas ir
visdazadakie viedokli. Cilveki ir pagalam
apjukusi.

But out on the street, there are all kinds of
different views. People are terribly confused.

Es atvainojos... kadas ir jiisu domas par
Satanu?

“Satanu? Hm. Nekad neesmu par to domajis.
Satans? Vai tas nav tads ka Engelis, kas
nokritis no 99. stava? Bet...piedodiet lidzu,
man ir jaiet, man nemaz nav laika!”

“Labi!”

“Excuse me... what do you think about
Satan?”

“Satan? Wow. Never really thought about it.
Or him. Whatever. Isn’t he supposed to be,

like, the Angel that fell off the 99" floor?
But... I’'m busy now, I gotta go!”
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Satanu?”

“Ka ludzu? Jis teicat “Satanu?”

“Ja, Satanu!”.

“Satans...Satans... Nu... es nezinu. Nelaimes
notiek ka ar labiem, ta ar sliktiem

cilvekiem...”

“Paldies par mums veltito laiku”

Satan?”

“What? You said “Satan”?”

“Yes that’s right!”

“Satan... Satan... You know, I don’t know.
Bad things happen, to good people, to bad
people...”

“Thank you for your time”

“Es atvainojos... Kadas ir jiisu domas par
Satanu?”

“Ha? Nav ne jausmas! Piedodiet!”

“Paldies”

“Excuse me... what do you think about
Satan?”

“Ha? No idea! Sorry!”

“Thank you”

“Kadas ir jizsu domas par Satanu?”

“Ja jus ticat Dievam, tad jis ticat ar1 pretéjai
pusei, religijas otrai pusei. Ja jus ticat
Dievam, visam labajam, tad jis tic€sit art
pret&jai pusei, launajai pusei.”

“What do you think about Satan?”

“If you believe in God, then you believe also
in the other side, the other side of religion. If
you believe in God, in the good, then you will
also believe in the other side, in the evil one”.

Atvainojiet... kadas ir jisu domas par
Satanu?”

“Satans... hm, Satans, nezinu. Gréks?
Launums? Launpratiba vai kaut kas

tamlidzigs?”

“Paldies”

“Excuse me... what do you think about
Satan?”

“ Satan... well, Satan, dunno. Sin? Evil?
Wickedness or something like that?”

“Thank you”

“Atvainojiet... kadas domas jiis esat par
Satanu?”

‘Tas ir sliktums!”

“Paldies”

“Excuse me... what do you think about
Satan?”

“It’s the bad!”

“Thank you”

“Cau, ko jiis domajat par Satanu?”

“Nu, es domaju, ka Satans ir loti launs
cilveks, sava veida pukis. Es nu ar tadu gan
negrib&tu biit draugos!”

“Hi, what do you think about Satan?”

“Well I think Satan is a very wicked man, a
kind of dragon. Well he shouldn’t be my
friend, anyway!”




“Labi, paldies”

“OK thank you”

“Atvainojiet... Kadas ir jisu domas par
Satanu?”

A... vai to gadijjuma nesauc par... ka tur
bij... par Luciferu?”

“Paldies”

“Excuse me what do you think about Satan?”

“Umm... isn’t he supposed to be... what’s the
word... Lucifer?”

“Thank you”

Out on the street, there are all kinds of
questions. But when people start thinking
more deeply, the classical, popular
understandings of Satan just don’t add up. I
mean, the standard idea is that Satan was an
Angel who sinned and got thrown out into the
garden of Eden where he tempted Adam and
Eve, led them into sin, all sin is his fault, and
he is now responsible for all kinds of evil and
sin on the earth. God is painted as the“good
guy”, and Satan as His kind of opposite
number. The popular ideas of Satan are really
just one dollar answers to million dollar
questions. Because sin and evil are perhaps
the hardest issues in our whole human
experience. People from all over the world
now, from all kinds of different backgrounds
and perspectives, are coming to the same
conclusions- that the standard popular ideas
of Satan just don’t add up:

Ara uz ielas rodas daudz dazadu jautajumu.
Bet kad cilveki iedzilinas pardomas,
klasiskie, popularie prieksstati par Satanu
nerada kopigu bildi. Ar to es domaju
izplatitako priekSstatu, ka Satans bija
engelis, kas grekoja un tika nomests Edenes
darza, kur vins kardinaja Adamu un Ievu,
ievedot tos greka; vins ir vainigs visos
grekos, vins ir atbildigs par visa veida
launumu un apgrécibu virs zemes. Dievs
tiek zZimets ka “labais” un Satans ka Vina
pretstats. Sie plasi izplatitie prieksstati par
Satanu dod stipri vienkarSotu atbildi uz to
jautajumu gizmu, kas nodarbina cilvéka
pratu, jo greks un launums neparprotami ir
vissarezgitakas problémas, ar kuram nakas
sastapties cilvekam. Cilveki visa pasaulg,
visdazadakas izcelsmes un uzskatu cilveki,
nonak pie viena un ta paSa secinajuma —
visparpienemtie uzskati par Satanu vienkarsi
nesaistas kopa:

Here’s Janet from New Zealand:

Luk, ko saka DZeneta no Jaunzelandes:

“Well one of my questions was always: When
did the Devil fall? Before creation? Before
Adam was created? Afterwards? At the time
prophesied in Revelation 12? At the time of
Noah, when the sons of God married the
daughters of men in Genesis 67

“Es vienm&r esmu domajusi par to: Kad
Velns nokrita? Pirms radiSanas? Pirms
Adams tika radits? Péc tam? Laika, kas
paregots Atklasmé 12? Noasa laika, kad
Dieva deli precgja cilveku meitas 1.Mozus
67”

Sonia’s a translator from France:

Sona ir tulkotaja no Francijas:

“How can the positive spiritual effect of Satan
be explained? The Bible talks about it- men
were delivered to Satan, so they might learn
not to blaspheme, so it says in 1 Timothy 1;
deliverance to Satan results in “the
destruction of the flesh” in 1 Corinthians 5.
Surely all this only makes sense if ‘Satan’

“Ka lai izskaidro Satana pozitivu garigo
iedarbibu? Bibel€ teikts — cilveki tiek nodoti
satanam, lai vini parmaciti vairs nezaimotu
Dievu, Tim.1:20; nodod satanam “miesas
samaitasanai”, teikts 1.Kor.5:5. To var
saprast, ja “satans’ attiecas uz pretinieku,

bet ne uz kadu kosmisku butni, kuras merkis




merely refers to an adversary, and not to
some cosmic being bent on making us sin?

ir likt mums grékot.

Charles is from Nigeria:

“I guess most Africans believe in some Satan
figure. But my question is, What exactly is
our defence against the Devil? Why would
Satan get scared off by our Bible reading,
uttering the name of Christ, getting baptized,
wearing or touching a cross, making the sign
of the cross, or even reciting charms and the
other things suggested by many churches?”.

Carlzs ir no Niggrijas:

Es domaju, ka vairums afrikanu tic, ka ir
tada sataniska butne. Bet jautajums rodas:
ka mums izsargaties no Velna? Kapéc lai
Satanu atvairitu misu Bibeles lastjumi,
Kristus varda pieminéSana, kristibas, krusta
nésasana vai pieskarSanas tam, krusta
meSana vai ligSanu skaitiSana, ka to sludina
daudzas baznicas?

Donald’s from China:

“Belief in Satan is very popular in China,
even amongst Christians. But Hebrews 2:14
says that Jesus destroyed the Devil on the
cross. So how come that sin and evil are ever
increasing in our world — if the Devil indeed
is responsible for them? And if the Devil has
been “destroyed” on the cross, in what sense
is this personal being still alive and active?
How can the Devil be judged at the last day if
he was destroyed on the cross?”

Donalds no Kinas:

“Ticiba Satanam ir plasi izplatita Kina, pat
kristieSu starpa. Tac¢u Ebr.2:14 teikts, ka
Jezus iznicinaja velnu krusta. Tad ka tas nak,
ka gréks un launums arvien pieaug speka
miisu pasaulé — ja jau tas viss nak no velna?
Un ja velns tika “iznicinats” krusta, ka tad s1
bitne ir vél aizvien dziva un aktiva? Ka var
sodit velnu pedgja diena, ja vins$ jau tika
iznicinats krusta?

Josh comes from Florida in the USA:

“Yeah I’ve been really confused by the idea
that demons are supposed fallen Angels come
down to earth to tempt humans to sin, or
because they were cast down by God? If they
were cast down by God in punishment for
their sin, why then should humanity suffer
because of that? Isn’t that like punishing a
psychopath by giving him a loaded gun and
casting him out of the courtroom into a
school playground?”

DzoSs no Floridas, ASV:

Ja, mani vienmer ir mulsin@jusi doma par
launajiem gariem, kurus uzskata par
kritu$ajiem engeliem, kas nonakusi uz
zemes, lai iekardinatu cilvéku grekot; kapec
gan Dievs tos biitu nometis uz zemes? Ja
Dievs tos nometa, sodot tos par vinu
apgrécibu, tad kade] gan cilvécei bitu vigu
del jacie$? Vai tas neizskatas pec psihopata
sodiSanas, iedodot tam rokas pieladetu bisi
un izmetot to no tiesas zales tiesi bernu
spelu laukuma?”

Kevin’s from Brazil:

“Well, if God is all powerful, that to me
leaves no room for a Devil figure as is
commonly believed in. Does God have, say,
50% of the power, and Satan has 50%, and
they are battling it out up in the sky? That
makes no sense to me”.

Kevins no Brazilijas:

“Nu, ja Dievs ir visspécigs, tad, manuprat,
tas izslédz jebkuru sataniskas biitnes
iesp&jamibu. Vai var iedomaties, ka Dievam
biitu 50% varas un Satanam 50%, un tie
vestu cinu kaut kur debesis? Manuprat, tas ir
bezjedzigi.”




Guy’s from South Africa:

“Could or would we sin if the Devil didn’t
exist? If not, then surely we suffer and are
punished unfairly for our sins? If we would,
then to what extent is the Devil responsible
for our sins, seeing we would sin anyway?”

Gajs no Dienvidafrikas:

“Vai més varetu grékot un grekotu, ja tada
Satana nebutu? Ja n€, tad mes noteikti
cieSam un tiekam netaisni soditi par miisu
greékiem? Ja més tik un ta grékotu, tad kada
méra ir Velns atbildigs par misu grékiem?”

Steve’s an accountant from England:

“Many Christian writers claim that God
permits Satan to operate. But why, then, do
we repeatedly read in the Bible of evil
coming “from the Lord” and being “sent” by
Him? Isaiah 45 is quite clear that both light
and darkness, good and “evil” in the sense of
disaster, all come from God. Micah 1 says
that “Evil came down from the Lord unto
Jerusalem. And so I could go on!”

Stivs, gramatvedis no Anglijas:

Daudzi kristieSu autori apgalvo, ka Dievs
laujot Satanam darboties. Tad kapec mes
atkartoti lasam Bibel€, ka launums nak no
Dieva, ir Dieva siitits? Jesajas 45 skaidri
teikts, ka Dievs dod svétibu, “bet arT launu”.
Dievs rada gaismu un veido arT tumsibu.
“Tas Kungs visu to dara”. Mihas 1 lasam, ka
“uzbrukusas briesmas naca no Ta Kunga un
ir aizsniegusas 11dz Jeruzalemes vartiem”.
Un es vél varetu turpinat tada gara!”

John’s a businessman from New Zealand:

“If we Satan really exists as a person, with
power to lead every human being into
temptation, he must have enormous power
and knowledge. So my question is, from
where did he get such power and authority?
Surely from God. After all, the Bible says that
all power comes from God. Did God really
send Satan down to earth with all that power
and authority, if Satan was supposedly
thrown out of Heaven?”

Thank you.

Dzons ir komersants no Jaunzelandes:

“Ja Satans pastav ka biitne, kam piemit vara
iekardinat jebkuru cilvéku, tad vinam piemit
milziga vara un zinasanas. Tad man jajauta,
no kurienes vinam tads speks un vara?
Skaidrs, ka no Dieva. Galu gala Bibele
teikts, ka visa vara nak no Dieva. Vai Dievs
patiesi biitu sutijis Satanu uz zemi, dodot
vinam spéku un varu, ja vinu, ka runa,
nometa no debestm?”

“Paldies”

I could add many more such questions. I get
lots of them by email, in response to reading
our material at realdevil.info . I’d just like to
read you from one email: “Can the Devil and
those angels ever repent? Does he now have
freewill? Did he ever have freewill? Was he
originally of God’s nature in Heaven? If
Adam sinned but could repent, why could not
Satan and the supposed fallen angels also
repent? As Milton observed in Paradise
Lost:**Man therefore shall find grace / The
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other [i.e. Satan] none”.

Un es varétu turpinat, jo $adu jautajumu
klasts ir bezgaligs. Es tos sanemu e-pasta ka
lasitaju atsauksmes uz misu doto materialu
majas lapa realdevil.info. Es tikai gribétu
citét vel vienu e-pasta vestuli: “Vai ir
iesp&jams, ka Velns un Sie engeli varétu
kadreiz noZzelot savus grekus? Vai vinam
tagad ir dota izveles iesp&ja? Vai vinam
vispar ir bijusi izvéles iesp&ja? Vai sakotngji
vinam bija Dieva daba debesis? Ja Adams
grékoja, bet vargja nozelot greku, kapeéc
Satans un Skietamie kritusie engeli ar
nevarétu noz€lot grékus? Ka Miltons teicis
“Zaudetaja paradize” “Cilveks tadel giis




z€lastibu / Otrs [proti, Satans] — n&”.

Pretty good questions, I’d say. So what does
the Bible actually say?

Loti labi jautajumi, es teiktu. Bet ko tad 1sti
saka Bibele?

The Old Testament was written in Hebrew,
and the Hebrew word ““shatan” simply means
an adversary. Let’s listen to someone who
knows Biblical Hebrew explaining it:

Veca Deriba rakstita ebreju valoda, un
ebreju varda “shatan” nozime ir vienkarsi
pretinieks. Ieklausisimies kada bibliskas
ebreju valodu zinataja paskaidrojumos:

From ancient times there has always existed
the idea that there is some kind of being
outside of us who makes us sin and who is
responsible for all the evil in the world. They
call this being “Satan” but the word really
just means an adversary. In Hebrew the
word“shatan” is written like this.

Kops seniem laikiem ir pastavejusi doma
par to, ka neatkarigi no mums ir kada bitne,
kas liek mums grékot un kas ir atbildiga par
visu pasaules launumu. So biitni sauca par
“Satanu”, tacu §1 varda nozime ir pretinieks.
Ebreju valoda to raksta “shatan”.

The word means simply “an adversary”. As a
word, it has no good or bad meaning attached
to it. In the New Testament, the Hebrew word
“satan” is also used. If we look in the New
Testament at the Gospel of Matthew, chapter
16 verse 21.

Varda nozime ir tikai “pretinieks”. Vardam
ka tadam nav ne pozitivas ne negativas
pieskanas. ArT Jaunaja Deriba lieto vardu
“satans”. leskatisimies Jaunaja Deriba
Mateja evangglija 16.nodalas 21.panta:

From that time on Jesus began to say plainly
to his disciples,

I must go to Jerusalem and suffer much from
the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers
of the Law. I will be put to death, but three
days later I will be raised to life. Peter took
Jesus aside and began to rebuke him. God
forbid it, Lord! he said. That must never
happen to you! Jesus turned around and said
to Peter,

Get away from me, Satan! You are an
obstacle in my way, because these thoughts of
yours don't come from God, but from man.

No ta laika Jezus iesaka Saviem macekliem
radit, ka Vinam vajagot noiet uz Jeruzalemi
un daudz ciest no vecajiem un augstiem
priesteriem un rakstu macitajiem, un tikt
nokautam, un tresa diena aug§amcelties. Un
P&teris néma Vinu savrup un iesaka Vinu
bridinat, sacidams: ‘Lai Dievs pasarga,
Kungs, ka Tev tas nenotiek!” Bet Vins
atgriezdamies sacija uz Péteri: ‘Atkapies no
Manis, satan, tu Man esi par apgrécibu. Jo tu
nedoma, kas Dievam, bet kas cilvékam
patik.””

When Jesus called Peter “Satan”,He didn’t
have the idea that Peter was a monster or a
dragon with a long tail and big horns. But
quite often in the Bible, both in the Old
Testament and the New Testament, we have
the idea that sin comes from inside us, and
that is the great adversary, the great Satan.
That’s why by our thoughts and by the words
which come from our thoughts we will be
justified or condemned. The apostle Paul
wrote to the Romans in chapter 7 verse 15

Kad Jézus nosauca P&teri par satanu, Vins
nedomaja par Peteri ka briesmoni vai puki ar
garu asti un ragiem. Bibel€ nereti , ka
Vecaja, ta ar1 Jaunaja Deriba izskan doma,
ka gréks ir miisos, ka miisos pasos mit lielais
pretinieks, lielais Satans. Tad€l péc miisu
domam un vardiem, kas tas izteic, mis
attaisnos vai nosodis. Apustulis Pavils
rakstija Veéstulé romiesiem 7.nodalas
15.panta:




I do not understand what I do; for I don't do
what I would like to do, but instead I do what
I hate. Since what I do is what I don't want to
do, this shows that I agree that the Law is

right. So I am not really the one who does this
thing; rather it is the sin that lives in me.

Jo es pats nesaprotu, ko es daru; jo nevis to,
ko gribu, es daru, bet, ko ienistu, to es daru.
bet, ja es to daru, ko negribu, es piebalsoju
bauslibai un atzistu, ka ta ir laba. Bet tad jau
vairs es tas neesmu, kas dara launu, bet mani
mitoSais greks.

So the fault for sin is not with some external
being called Satan, he talks about the sin
within me, it’s not some person outside us
that makes us sin, the source of sin is within
us. It’s the lusts within us which lead us
actually to sin. Those thoughts are adversaries
to the will of God.

Tatad vaina par gréku nav mekl&jama kada
areja sataniska biitne, vins runa par gréku
sevl, nav nekadas ar¢jas biutnes, kas mums
liktu grékot, gréka avots ir miisos. Tas ir
miisu iekares, kas miis noved lidz grekam.
Sis domas ir pretinieces Dieva gribai.

Sometimes the word is used to describe
whole systems which are opposed to
something. So in Revelation chapter 2 we
read that Satan’s throne or seat of power was
in Pergamos. It clearly refers to the Roman
power which had a seat of power in that town
of Pergamos. [ mean, Satan himself, as
people classically understand‘him”, didn’t
and have a literal throne there in Pergamos.

Dazkart vardu “pretinieks” lieto, lai
apzimétu veselas sist€mas, kas nostajas pret
kaut ko. Ta Atklasmes 2.nodala mes lasam,
ka Satana tronis jeb valdibas vieta bija
Pergama. Tas neparprotami attiecas uz
romiesu impériju, kuras varas parstavju
mitne bija Pergama. Proti, Satans, ka “to”
parasti izprot, nesédg€ja tron1 Pergama.

And the biggest problem we have, the biggest
adversary, the nastiest “satan”, if you like,
is our own sinful tendencies. Now let’s
get it clear- sin comes from within us. I’d
like to read to you from Mark 7. Mark
chapter 7, reading from verse 15:

Un misu vislielaka probléma, vislielakais
pretinieks, vislaunakais “satans”, ja
velaties, ir miisu pasu grécigas tieksmes.
Noskaidrosim reizi par visam reizém —
greks izriet no cilvéka iekSienes. Es
grib&tu nolasit jums Marka 7.nodalas
15.pantu:

“There is nothing from outside the man that
going into him can defile him; but the
things which proceed out of the man are
those that defile the man.

... whatever from without goes into the man,
it cannot defile him;

because it does not go into his heart but into

his belly ...That which proceeds out of the

man is what defiles the man. For from within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,
adulteries, wickedness, deceit, pride,
foolishness.

“Nekas cilvéku nevar apganit, kas no arienes
tand ieiet, bet, kas no cilvéka iziet, tas
apgana cilvéku

...nekas, kas no arpuses ieiet cilveéka, vinu
nevar apgantt,

Jo tas neiet vina sirdi, bet védera, un iziet
lauka...Kas no cilvéka iziet, tas apgana
cilvéku. Jo no iekSienes, no cilvéka
sirds, iziet launas domas, neskistiba,
zadziba, slepkaviba,laulibas parkapsana,
mantkariba, blédiba, viltiba, ienaidiba,
skaudiba, Dieva zaimoS$ana, lepniba,
vieglpratiba.




All these evil things proceed from within and
defile the man.” That was reading Mark 7
from verse 15 up to verse 23

Viss tads launums iziet no iekSienes un
apgana cilvéku.” Tas ir lasijums no Marka
7.nodalas, no 15. Iidz 23.pantam.

And let’s go further to James 1. We’re going
to be reading James chapter 1 from verse 13
down to verse 15.

Un talak lasisim no Jekaba 1.nodalas.
Jekaba 1.nodala no 13. [idz 15.pantam.

“Every man is tempted, when he is dragged
away by his own lust and enticed.

Then the lust, when it has conceived, carries
sin; and the sin, when it is fully grown,
brings death.”

“Neviens, kas tiek kardinats, lai nesaka:
Dievs mani kardina, - jo launam
kardinasanam Dievs nav pieejams, un
pats Vin$ nevienu nekardina. Bet katru
kardina vina paSa kariba, to vilinadama

un valdzinadama. P&c tam kariba, kad ta
ienémusies, dzemde gréku, bet greks
padarits dzemdg navi.”

I work a lot with people battling addictions,
here in Latvia alcoholism is especially a
real problem. So many are trapped within
those addictions by a strong belief that
they are controlled by forces from outside
themselves, basically, “Satan”.
Recognizing that actually we are the
problem, that the human mind canbe
transformed, and that we must take 100%
responsibility for our sins, this has been
the key to success in so many spiritual
battles I’ve observed. This is where
theology, if you like, doctrine, has a
radical power in practice; it is intended
for the radical transformation of human
lives, human minds, in practice. This is
why it does matter what we believe.
Because Bible doctrines affect our lives.
That’s why it’s important to get it right.
What you believe is how you live, just
like you are, in a way, what you eat. A
person is what they believe.

Es daudz stradaju ar cilvékiem , kas cinas ar
kaitigiem ieradumiem; Seit Latvija it
seviSki alkoholisms ir reala probléma.
Un daudzi, kas ir So kaitigo ieradumu
vara, ir parliecinati, ka tos vada ar€;ji
speki, galvenokart “Satans”. Naksana
pie atzinas, ka patiesiba més esam pie
vainas, ka cilvéka pratu var parveidot,
un ka mums ir jauznemas 100%
atbildiba par misu grékiem; ta ir bijusi
veiksmes atslédzina daudzos garigos
cininos, kurus man nacies noveérot. Tiesi
Saja gadijuma teologijai, jeb, ja jums tik,
tictbas macibai ir radikali praktiska
loma, ta ir domata cilvéka dzives,
cilvéka prata radikalai praktiskai
parveidoSanai. Tad€] ir no svara tas, kam
mes ticam. Jo Bibeles maciba atstaj
iespaidu uz misu dzivi. Tadel ir svarigi
to pareizi izprast. Jisu ticiba ir jlsu
dzive, tapat ka sava zina jus esat tas, ko
jus &dat. Cilveks ir tas, kam vins tic.

People who have rejected the standard idea of
Satan have really found great freedom

Cilveki, kas atteikuSies no visparpienemtas
domas par Satanu, ir atradusi patiesu

brivibu.

Josh, what did it mean for you in practice
once you understood the truth about Satan?

Dzos, kada veida sapratne par Satana biitibu
ir praktiski ietekm@&jusi jusu dzivi?

“Yeah I think for me it was a matter of having
a real choice, that there was no longer this
super being which had power over me. It
made me realize I had choices, real
choices. Real freewill”.

“Ja, es domaju ta man deva patiesas brivas
izveles iesp€ju; sapratni, ka par mani nav
varas nekadai launai bitnei. Es sapratu,
ka izvéle ir tikai mana zina. Patiesa
brivas izv€les iespgja.”

Right. Real freewill. This whole thing is a

Ta tas patiesi ir. Briva izvéle. Tas ir kapnes,




ladder to reach the stars. Real freedom.
Now John, you’ve written and spoken a
lot about forgiveness. Has your
understanding of Satan affected your
thinking about forgiveness at all?

kas ved uz zvaigzné€m. Patiesa briviba.
Dzon, tu esi daudz rakstijis un runajis
par piedoSanu. Vai tava sapratne par
Satanu ir atstajusi kadu iespaidu uz
domam par piedosanu?

“It certainly has. It’s made a big difference
actually. Once we allow ourselves to say
“the devil made me do it!” then we are
refusing to take responsibility for our own
actions and their damage to others. And
also, the other way around. I mean, that to
forgive people we must face what they
did, not just excuse them. If we say
that“Well, the devil made him do that to
me”, to forgive him is so much harder.
Face what he did to you. And forgive him.
I think we need to leave the orthodox idea
of Satan right out of it”.

“Protams! Faktiski loti lielu iespaidu. Reiz
mes atlaujamies teikt “satans bij mani
apseédis”, tad més atsakamies uznemties
atbildibu par miisu pasu nodarito
kaitgjumu citiem. Un ar otradi. Ar to es
domaju, ka, lai piedotu citiem, mums ir
jaapzinas, ko vini ir nodarijusi, nevis
vienkarsi attaisnotu tos. Ja m&s sakam,
“tas bija Satans, kas lika vinam ta
izrikoties ar mani”, tad ir jo griitak
vinam piedot. Ir skaidri jaapzinas, ko
vin$ jums ir nodarijis. Un japiedod. Un
tradicionalai domai par satanu ar to nav
nekada sakara.

Donald, from a Chinese perspective, what are
your thoughts?

“I’ve thought a lot about all this. It seems to
me that we demonize people very easily.
We transfer our sin onto them. Iran calls
America “the great satan”, we seem to
draw horns and a tail on people. But
people are only people, no more and no
less. By facing up to the fact that sin is
our fault, our fault as individuals, as
societies, we get far closer to reality. We
can deal with people for who they are and
for how they really act, without assuming
they are just puppets of some being called
Satan”.

Donald, ko jiis par to domajat, knietis
btidams?

Es daudz par to visu esmu domajis. Man
Skiet, ka mes parak viegli piedévéjam
cilvekiem launumu. Mg&s parcelam savu
vainu uz citiem. Irana dévé Ameriku par
“lielo Satanu”, Skiet, ka mes piezim&jam
cilvékiem ragus un astes. Bet cilvéki ir
tikai cilvéki, ne vairak, ne mazak.
Nevairoties no ta fakta, ka musu grékos
m¢és pasi esam vainojami, ka individi un
ka kopienas, més daudz pilnigak tveram
realitati. M@s attiecamies prét cilvékiem
ka tadiem, kadi vini ir, nepiedeévejot tiem
kadas sataniskas blitnes marionesu
lomu.

Very interesting. Janet, penny for your
thoughts!

“One verse I like is James 4:7 “Resist the
Devil and he will flee from you” . I find it
quite a problem if we are wrestling with a
literal beast who runs away just because
we put up a fight. The point is, resist the
sin within us, and victory comes so much
easier”.

Loti interesanti! DZanet, par ko tu esi
aizdomajusies?

Man patik Jekaba vardi Jekaba vestule 4:7:
“Stajieties pretim velnam, un vins bégs
no jums”. ledomajieties, ka jiis stajieties
pretim burtiskam zveram, kas beég prom,
tiklidz jiis esiet gatavi cinai. Ta ir pareiza
doma, stajies pretim grékam, kas ir
milsos, un uzvara naks daudz vieglak.

Finally Charles?

“I think belief in a personal Satan is so
popular, because it takes the focus away
from our own struggle with our innermost
nature and thoughts. It makes us look

Un beidzot, Carlz?

“Es domaju, ka tictba Satanam ir tik
populara, tapec ka ta novirza miis no
miisu pasu cias ar musu dabu un
domam. Ta liek mums izskatities




better, and others look worse. In fact
actually I would say it makes us as
humans look better than we are, it excuses
us from the mess we have made on this
earth”.

Thankyou.

labakiem paSu acts, un citiem izskatities
sliktakiem. Es teiktu, ka ta liek
cilvekiem izskatities labakiem neka mes
patiesiba esam, nevainojot mus tai keza,
ko més esam radijusi uz zemes.”
Paldies.

I’ve done quite a bit of work with my friend
Juris, and I’d like to ask him to tell us just
a little bit of his spiritual story.

Es esmu diezgan daudz stradajis ar savu
draugu Juri, un es gribétu paltigt, lai vins
mums pastastitu savu garigas dzives
vesturi.

Yes, there was the situation that earlier, I
believed in a personal devil

Ja, agrak es ticgju Satana pastavesanai.

I thought that if I did anything bad, it wasn’t
really my guilt, it was the devil’s.

Es domaju, ja es daru ko sliktu, ta nav mana
vaina, tur pie vainas ir Satans.

But over time I came to understand that really
there is no devil in that sense.

Bet péc kada laika es nacu pie atzinas, ka
tada Satana, ka es to biju iedomajies,
nemaz nav.

I came to realize that sin comes from inside
us, and we’ve got to control ourselves,
within.

Es atzinu, ka gréks nak no mums pasiem, ka
mums pasiem ir sevi jasavalda.

I didn’t have a very good life.

Mana dzive nebija no labajam.

When I finally understood that everything
was only in my hands in that sense

Kad es beidzot sapratu, ka viss ir atkarigs
tikai no manis,

My life improved and turned around by 180
degrees.

Mana dzive uzlabojas un pagriezas par 180
gradiem.

I found work, friends.

Es atradu darbu, draugus.

I came to find myself, which is maybe every
person’s dream.

Es atradu sevi pasu, kas, varétu teikt, ir katra
cilveka sapnis.

The main lesson for me in this issue was to
take complete responsibility for my own
actions and not to blame any being like
satan.

Galvena maciba mana gadijuma bija ta, ka
man paSam bija jauznemas atbildiba par
savam gaitam un nebija javaino nekada
sataniska butne.

Life’s now great.

Tagad mana dzive ir lieliska.

So one of the biggest problems I find with
this Satan thing is that it minimizes sin. |
mean, [ found so many people who had
addiction problems who were convinced
they were unable to get above alcohol or
drugs because they thought they were
under Satan’s control. But when you tell
them that it’s really you, the real enemy is
you, they find this very attractive, very

Tatad vislielaka probléma, runajot par
Satanu ir taja, ka ticiba Satanam mazina
atbildibu par gréku. Es ar to domaju tos
daudzos cilvekus ar atkaribas
problémam, kas ir parliecinati, ka vini
nav spéjigi cinities ar alkohola vai
narkotiku atkaribu, jo ir paklauti Satana
varai. Bet kad tu viniem pasaki, ka pats,
tu pats esi sev ienaidnieks, tas vinus




helpful, in taking responsibility. We’ve
had a number of cases here where people
have really changed their lives through
understanding the Satan issue.

uzruna un palidz paSiem uznemties
atbildibu. Mums $eit ir bijusi vairaki
gadijumi, kad cilvéki patiesi ir sp&jusi
mainit savas dzives gaitu, nonakot pie
pareizas Satana izpratnes.

You think they really are shifting
responsibility to Satan, then?

Tad jus domajat, ka vini tiesam parbida
atbildibu uz Satanu?

Yes, so they tell me. So they think. That it’s
not quite their fault, it’s Satan’s fault. But
once they realize there’s no Satan, Satan
is me, they change.

Ja, ta vini saka. P&c vinu domam, ta nav
vinu, bet gan Satana vaina. Bet tiklidz
vini izprot, ka tada Satana nemaz nav, ka
es pats esmu tas Satans, vini mainas.

Putting all that experience into more Biblical
terms, I’d like to think a bit about the
implications of just one Bible verse,
Hebrews chapter 2 verse 14. Hebrews
chapter 2 verse 14:

Lai visu $o pieredzi izteiktu Bibeles vardos,
es gribétu pieversties Vestules ebrejiem
2.nodalas 14.pantam. 2.nodalas 14.pants:

“Since then the children [that’s us] are sharers
in flesh and blood, Jesus also himself in
like manner partook of the same nature;
so that through his death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is,
the Devil; and might deliver all those who
through fear of death [that’s humanity]
were all their lifetime subject to
bondage”.

,» 12 ka bérniem [proti, mums] ir asinis un
miesa, tad ar1 Vins$ tapat to ir pienémis,
lai ar navi iznicinatu to, kam naves vara,
tas ir, velnu, un atsvabinatu visus [t.1.,
cilvéci], kas visu miizu naves bailu dél
bija verdziba”

So Jesus had our nature and died in order to
destroy “the Devil”. Romans 8 verse 3,
Romans 8 verse 3 says that “God ... by
sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful man (that is, in our human
nature) ... condemned sin in sinful man “.

Tatad Jézum bija miisu daba un Vin$ mira,
lai iznicinatu ,,Satanu”. RomieSiem 8.
nodalas 3.panta teikts: ,,To ir darfjis
Dievs: sttidams Savu pasa D€lu grécigas
miesas veida (proti, miisu cilvéku dabas
veida) un gréka del, Vins gréku, kas bija
miesa, pazudinajis uz navi’.

This shows that the Devil and the sinful
tendencies that are naturally within us are
effectively the same. The verse in
Hebrews chapter 2 said that the devil has
“the power of death”. But Romans 6 verse
23 and very often in the Bible says that
sin has the power of death. But Hebrews
2 said that the devil had the power of
death. So the devil and sin are in that
sense in parallel.

Tas norada uz to, ka Satans un grécigas
tiecksmes, kas majo miisu daba, ir
faktiski viens un tas pats. Véstules
ebrejiem 2.nodalas pants saka, ka
velnam ir ,,naves vara”. Bet VEéstules
romieSiem 6.nodalas 23. panta, ka ar1
nereti citviet Bibelg, teikts, ka gréekam ir
naves vara. Tatad velns/satans un greks
$aja zina ir viens un tas pats.

Sin in the end is our greatest accuser. Your sin
is your greatest accuser, my sin is my
greatest accuser, my greatest enemy, my
greatest adversary.

Beigu beigas gréks ir miisu galvenais
apsudzetajs. Jusu greks ir juisu galvenais
apsiidzetajs, mans gréks ir mans
galvenais apsiidz€tajs, mans lielakais
ienaidnieks, mans galvenais pretinieks.

First of John chapter 3, let’s have a look over

Ieskatisimies Jana 1.v@stules 3.nodala,




there, towards the end of the New
Testament, first of John chapter 3 makes
the same kind of parallel between the
devil and sin. First of John chapter 3:
“For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the
works of the Devil”. But let’s go on in the
same chapter to verse 5,“Jesus was
manifested to take away our sins”. It just
said He was manifested to destroy the
works of the devil. So “our sins” are the
works done by the “devil”. And where
does sin come from? We already saw
from the Bible- from within us. And we
have to take complete responsibility for
our sins. And actually, you know all this
anyway, from your own experience, if
you’re honest.

Jaunas Deribas beigu dala. Ari Seit tiek
vilkta paral€le starp satanu un gréku.
“Tamdel Dieva Dgls ir atnacis, lai Vin§
iznicinatu velna darbus”. Bet lasisim
talak, 3. nodalas 5.panta ir teikts, “ka
Vins ir atklajies, lai grekus atnemtu”. Un
tikko bija teikts, ka Vins ir atklajies, lai
iznicinatu velna darbus. Tatad “misu
greki” ir “velna” darbi. Un no kurienes
nak gréks? Mes jau lasijam Bibelé — no
mums paSiem. Un mums ir jauznemas
pilniga atbildiba par miisu grekiem. Un
faktiski, biisim godigi, tas jums pasiem
ir loti labi zinams no jlisu pasu
pieredzes.

If we truly perceive and believe that in

fact‘the Devil” and its power has been
vanquished in Jesus, in His death, as the
Bible teaches; if we survey the cross of
Jesus and see there the power of sin, the
power of the Devil finally slaughtered in
the perfect mind of the Lord Jesus as He
hung there, and if we realize that that
ultimate victory of victories has been
shared with all us who are baptized into
Him...the source, the root cause, of so
much neurosis and dysfunction, fear, is
revealed to us as powerless. No fear of
even death itself, ultimately. We may fear
the process, but not ultimately. No fear
even of the ultimate consequence of our
sins, which is death. Because sin has been
conquered in Jesus, and we are in Him if
we are properly baptized into Him.

Ja m@s patiesi apzinamies un ticam, ka

faktiski Jezus Sava nave ir iznicinajis
velnu un ta varu, ka Bibele mums maca;
ja més lukojamies uz Jézus krustu un
redzam, ka gréka vara, velna vara ir
galigi iznicinata Kunga Jézus
nevainojamaja prata, kad Vin$ karajas
krusta, un mes atskarstam, ka Vins dalas
Saja galigaja uzvaru uzvara ar mums, kas
ir kristiti Vina Varda... tad primarajam
neirozu, disfunkciju un bailu iemeslam
vairs nav varas par mums. Ar1 pati nave
galu gala vairs nebaida. Miis var biedét
tas norise, tacu ne pati nave. Nebaida ar1
misu gréku galiga alga, kas ir nave. Jo
greks ir iznicinats Jézl, un mes esam
Vina, ja més esam pareizi kristiti Vina.

I used to think we were pretty much alone in

our view of Satan. But I found there are
many many thinkers, writers, who’ve
come to the same conclusion. Now we
don’t need to get our support for truth or
for an idea from the fact that other
respectable people think the same. I hope
that if it came to it for me, if it came to it
for you, we would stand with our backs to
the world if we thought the Bible was
really behind us. But all the same, on a
human level, if you like, it’s very
interesting to find, reading around this
subject, that so many people have come to

Vienu laiku es domaju, ka més vienigie

esam tadas domas par Satanu. Bet es
atrodu, ka loti daudzi domataji un
rakstnieki ir nakusi pie $1 pasa
secindjuma. Nav jau nekadas vajadzibas,
lai patiesiba sanemtu citu ievérojamu
cilvéku atbalstu. Es ticu, ja ta ir nakusi
pie manis, ja ta ir nakusi pie jums, tad
mes varam pagriezties ar muguru pret
visu pasauli, apzinoties, ka miisu pusg ir
Bibele. Tacu, no cilvéku redzes viedokla,
ir loti interesanti uzzinat, lasot par So
tematu, ka tik daudzi ir nakusi pie §1
pasa secindjuma. Piemé&ram, loti




the same conclusions. Take a very popular
Christian author Paul Tournier. I think
I’ve got about all his books on my
bookshelves somewhere and I think I’ve
read nearly all of them.

populars kristieSu autors Paul Tournier.
Man $kiet, ka mana gramatu plaukta ir
gandriz visas vina gramatas, un es tas
gandriz visas esmu lasijis.

In all of these books, he’s coming out with
the same idea- that the real struggle
within the human mind is the ultimate
struggle between sin and righteousness,
between light and darkness. Paul Tournier
was a fantastically popular writer, and it’s
a big theme in all his books. And there’s
one particular book which he wrote, in
English translation it’s called, The
Violence Within. 1t’s very similar to
another popular writer, the French
sociologist Claude Levi-Strauss, who
came to the same conclusions, in a book
of his The Savage Mind. That the real
problem is our own mind, not some being
outside us, but the struggle is within, and
we must take complete responsibility for
that struggle.

Visas Sajas gramatas vins pauz to pasu
atzinu — ka patiesa cina starp gréku un
tikumibu, starp gaismu un tumsu
norisinas cilvéka prata. P. Tournier bija
fantastiski populars autors, un §T t€ma
dominé visas vina gramatas. Un it 1pasi
viena gramata, kuras nosaukums anglu
tulkojuma skan ,,Varmaciba musos”. Ta
ir stipri [idziga cita populara rakstnieka,
francu sociologa Kloda Levi-Strausa
gramatai ,,Mezonigais prats”, kura pauz
tas paSas domas. Ka patiesa probléma ir
misu prats, nevis kada ar&ja butne, ka
cina notiek miisos, un mums ir
jauznemas atbildiba par §1s cinas
iznakumu.

My book“The Real Devil” , which you can
get free from realdevil.info, this has got a
few hundred footnotes, to studies by
theologians, psychologists, professionals,
which have come to the same
conclusions. We are not alone in this
rejection of Satan as a personal being.
Another book, The Reality of the Devil:
Evil Within Man. A lot of thinkers have
come to the same conclusion. But let me
say again, whether we stand with our
backs to the world, doesn’t make any real
difference; if this is what the Bible
teaches, so be it. But I’m just saying that
humanly speaking, it’s a comfort that
other people are thinking the same.

Mana gramata ,,Istenais nelabais”, kuru jiis
varat pasitit par brivu majas lapa
realdevil.info, ir simtiem zemteksta
norazu uz teologu, psihologu, citu
zinatnu parstavju petijumiem, kuri ir
nonakusi pie Siem pasiem secinajumiem.
Mgs neesam vienigie, kas noraida Satana
ka realas biitnes esamibu. V&l viena
gramata ,,Realais Satans: launums
cilvéka”. Daudzi domataji nonak pie §1
sledziena. Bet es vélreiz gribu atkartot,
ja arT mes $int zina stadvam pretim visai
pasaulei, tam nav nekadas nozimes, jo
tada ir Bibeles maciba, un ta tas ir! Tikai
tiri cilvécigi runajot, ir patikami, ka citi
cilvéki ari doma tapat.

So summing up, I’d say that the ‘Devil’
remains an unexamined assumption in the
minds of very many Christian people, and
people generally. The presence of
unexamined assumptions in our lives and
hearts, in our worldviews, ought to be a red
flag to us. Why not examine it. We live in an
age where every paradigm is examined, every
tradition overturned etc. So have a look at
this subject for yourself. Because it’s so
important that we take responsibility for our

Un rezumgjot, es teiktu, ka ,,Satans” paliek
daudzu kristieSu, un vispar cilvéku pratos
par neizpétitu pieneémumu. Neizverteti
pien€mumi miisu dziveés un pratos, misu
pasaules uzskatos biitu jauztver ka briesmu
signals. Kapéc gan to neizvertet? Mes
dzivojam laika, kad katra paradigma tiek
izverteta, katra tradicija apgriezta otradi un
ta joprojam. Tad pieversieties Sai problémai.
Jo ir svarigi, lai més uznemtos atbildibu par
to, ko més daram. Un apjaustu, ka Tsteniba




behaviour. And to realize that actually the
struggle that is within us has ultimately been
won, because the Lord Jesus, because He had
our nature, has ultimately destroyed the
power of death. Facing up to the fact that we
are serious sinners is not a pleasant thing,
we’d rather that was not the case. We don’t
like taking ultimate responsibility.

cina, kas norisinas misu pratos, ir jau
izcinita, jo Kungs Jezus, kam bija misu
daba, ir pamata iznicinajis naves varu. Nav
patikami apzinaties to, ka més esam nopietni
grécinieki, gribétos lai tas ta nebiitu. Mums
nepatik uznemties galgjo atbildibu.

But this is the way to true freedom. The fact
that the Lord Jesus Christ shared our nature
and overcame sin, and we can identify with
Him by baptism, this is the good news of the
Gospel. It’s so much easier to simply
demonize a few wicked people, to blame
other people.

Bet tas ir celS uz patiesu brivibu. Tas, ka
Kungs Jézus Kristus bija miisu dabas un
parvargja greku, un més varam identificeties
ar Vinu caur kristibam, ta ir evanggélija laba
zina. Ir daudz vienkarSak piedévet launumu
vienam vai otram launam cilvékiem, vainot
citus.

Solzhenitsyn was a guy who both
experienced and reflected upon evil more
than most. There’s a quote of his from 7The
Gulag Archipelago which I’d like to share
with you. I have it on my laptop: “If only it
were all so simple! If only... it were necessary
only to separate [evil people] from the rest of
us and destroy them! But the line dividing
good and evil cuts through the heart of every
human being. And who is willing to destroy a
piece of his own heart?”.

Solzenicins bija tas, kur§ pieredz&ja
launumu un domaja par to vairak par citiem.
Mana datora ir citats no vina gramatas
,(Qulaga arhipelags”, ko es jums piedavaju:
,,Ja tikai tas viss butu tik vienkarsi! Ja
tikai... biitu nepiecieSams vienkarsi nodalit
[launos cilvékus] no mums pargjiem un
iznicinat tos! Tacu robeza, kas atdala labo no
launa, iet caur katra cilvéka sirdi. Un kur$
veletos iznicinat savas sirds dalu?”

If now towards the end of our presentation
you’re thinking “Yeah, interesting...” and go
off and have a coffee and get something out
of the fridge and forget about it...I will have
failed. Please, don’t leave it here. We are
talking here in deadly earnest about the very
essence of Christianity- which is to be
spiritually minded, to overcome temptation
within, to have the mind of Christ. Have a
serious read through “The Real Devil”. It’s
there at realdevil.info . You can get the PDF,
you can order the book for free. And don’t
give yourself any rest until you’ve been
properly baptized into Jesus, so that His
victory over sin and death becomes yours. Of
course, you will have questions, doubts,
unease. And I understand that. Pray about it,
and drop us an email- info@carelinks.net. Or
if you want to have it out with me personally,
I’m Duncan Heaster and my personal email is
dh@heaster.org. God bless you.

Ja tagad §is prezentacijas beigas jiis domajat
,,Ja, interesanti...” un dodaties iedzert kafiju
un uzkodam panemt kaut ko no ledus skapja
un aizmirst par to visu... es nebtisu
sasniedzis savu mérki. Ludzu, neatstajiet to
ta. M@s Seit loti nopietni runajam par
kristietibas biitibu — kas nozimé garigumu,
kardinajumu parvaréSanu sevi, dzivi Kristus
gara. Uzmanigi izlasiet gramatu , Istenais
nelabais”. Ta ir pieejama majas lapa
realdevil.info. Jiis varat sanemt PDF, jiis
varat pasitit gramatu par velti. Un
neliekaties miera, kamer jus nebiisiet
pienacigi kristiti Jeézus Varda, lai Vina
uzvara par gréku un navi kltu ar jiis€ja.
Jums, protams, radisies jautajumi, Saubas,
nemiers. Es to saprotu. Liidziet Dievu par to,
un siitiet mums e-pastu —info@carelinks.net
. Vai ari, ja vélaties par to parunat personigi,
mans vards ir Dankans Histers un mana
personiga e-pasta adrese ir dh@heaster.org.
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Lai Dievs jiis svétt!




