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.University Press, 1963) p. 13
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(1) This so-called ‘end stress’ in the parables is discussed well in A.M. Hunter, The
Parables Then And Now (London: Westminster, 1971), p. 12.
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(1) In fairness, this parable can be read another way. In Palestine, sowing
precedes ploughing. The sower sows on the path which the villagers have beaten
over the stubble, since he intends to plough up the path with the rest of the field.

He sows amongst thorns because they too will be ploughed in. And it has been



suggested that the rocky ground was land with underlying limestone which barely
shows above the surface.

(2) This has been carefully worked out by R.K. Mclver ‘One Hundred-Fold Yield’,
New Testament Studies Vol. 40 (1994) pp. 606-608.
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(1) The many references to this are listed in I.H.Marshall The Gospel Of Luke
(Exeter: Paternoster, 1978) p. 587.

(2) Kenneth Bailey, Through Peasant Eyes (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980) p. 97.

(3) J.D.M. Derrett, Law In The New Testament (London: Darton, Longman &
Todd, 1970) p. 141.

(4) T.W. Manson, The Sayings Of Jesus (London: S.C.M., 1937) p. 130.
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Notes

(1) And if we consider why there will be a Millennium instead of the Kingdom just
starting, surely the answer must be that it is for our benefit, a preparation for us
to enter the fully established Kingdom. Some of the mortals of the last generation
will be given the opportunity to be the mortal inhabitants of the Millennium,
whilst millions of others in previous generations have lived and died without
hope. It seems one of the reasons why they will be there is for our benefit.

(2) This all suggests that even after our acceptance at the judgment, we may be
more 'human' than we may now imagine. Some will be in the Kingdom who have
big questions about the justice of God (Mt. 20:12,13 " friend" ); the elder son is
apparently accepted in the Father's fellowship, although his attitude to his weak
brother is so wrong (Lk. 15:31); the wise virgins, apparently selfishly, won't give
any oil to the others; some will sit in the Kingdom in " shame" because they
thought they were greater than other brethren (Lk. 14:9- cp. the elder brother?);
some remonstrate that a highly rewarded brother already has ten pounds, and
surely doesn't need any more exaltation (Lk. 19:25).
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Notes

(1) Joachim Jeremias, The Parables Of Jesus (New York: Scribners, 1963) p. 128.



(2) Kenneth E. Bailey, The Cross And The Prodigal (Downers Grove: IVP, 2005) p. 52.
(3) Kenneth E. Bailey, Jacob And The Prodigal (Downers Grove: IVP, 2003) p. 102.

(4) J.H. Moulton & G. Milligan, The Vocabulary Of The Greek New Testament lllustrated From the Papyri
And Other Non-Literary Sources (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1952) p. 89.
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Notes



K.E. Bailey, Jacob And The Prodigal (Downers Grove: IVP, 2003) lists 51
points of contact between the Jacob / Esau record and the prodigal
parable.

(2) A.J. Hultgren, The Parables Of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000) p.
79.

(3) See e.g. Jacob Neusner, Genesis Rabbah: The Judaic Commentary To The
Book Of Genesis (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1985) Vol. 3 p. 176.
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(1) See " The Problem Of Certainty" in Beyond Bible Basics for a discussion of
this.

(2) See " The Promise Of The Spirit" .

(3) But in this case, who is the inn-keeper? Ecclesial eldership? The 'Comforter'
Angel which super-intends the body of Christ? Or just an irrelevant part of the
story? All of these solutions have their problems!

(4) This is a point frequently made by Robert Roberts in his debate with
J.J.Andrew and in his book The Blood Of Christ .

(5) Another will be found in Hos. 6:1,2,9, which seems to equate the Jewish
priesthood with the thieves which attacked the man. This was also Christ's
estimation of them (Mt.21:13; Jn.10:1). This allusion would have been especially
relevant in the first century context. Another connection will be found in 2 Kings
25:4.

(6) W.O.E. Oesterley, The Gospel Parables In The Light Of Their Jewish
Background (London: SPCK, 1936) p. 102.



(7) J.D.M. Derrett, Law In The New Testament (London: Darton, Longman &
Todd, 1970) p. 220.
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(1) The way the servant was judged out of his own mouth, with the Lord being the
kind of man he thought He was, is surely the principle of Ps. 90:11: " Even
according to thy fear, so is thy wrath" (in practice).

(2) The prodigal son represents us all, according to the links between this parable
and other Scripture.
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(1) See Moses: Spiritual Pinnacle.

(2) Against the teaching of this parable must be balanced our duty to separate
from that and those which are false. This must be done, but without the
implication that our act of separation is the uprooting of the tares.
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(1) This is the line of interpretation followed by H.A. Whittaker in his treatment of
this parable in Studies In The Gospels (Wigan: Biblia, 1984).

(2) This point is repeatedly made, with overflowing evidence, throughout H.A.
Whittaker ibid and John Carter, Parables Of The Messiah (Birmingham: CMPA,
1947).
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(1) The idea of binding the strong man must surely look back to Samson. The
language can't just be accidentally similar (cp. Jud. 16:21). This means that the
Lord saw Samson as the very epitome of Satan, even though ultimately he was a
man of faith (Heb. 11:32). Thus the Spirit doesn't forget a man's weakness, even
though ultimately he may be counted righteous.

(2) See my 'The Personal Lord' in From Milk To Meat.
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(1) I have outlined the Biblical basis for this in The Last Days Chapter 27 (London:
Pioneer, 1992).

(2) See Parables Of Judgment.
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